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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
It gives me great pleasure to present the Chairman's Report for the period of 2015 to 2016 at the 
Seventh Annual General Meeting of KlipSA (Klipriviersberg Sustainability Association). It should be 
noted that this report includes progress and achievements through to the date of the AGM to provide 
the latest and most up-to-date information to members. 
 
As with previous years, we are happy to share with you that the recognition of the importance of the 
Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve and the value of the biodiversity in the southern areas of Johannesburg 
continues to gain greater attention and interest. However, with the good news comes frustrations on a 
number of fronts. However in general, the progress has been positive as we continue to receive 
affirmations and recognition of what KlipSA is endeavouring to achieve. 
 
Our main challenge is securing resources for implementation and management of the various 
environmentally based initiatives and projects to bring benefits to local communities. 
 
 
2. OVER VIEW OF THE PAST YEAR 
 
The Executive Committee members have worked hard through the year and have been able to focus 
on a number of key projects and initiatives were the available resources can be best applied. It is 
unfortunate that we have limited resources as there are so many other opportunities which could be of 
value and benefit to what we are trying to achieve. 
 
KlipSA's primary focus continues to be the development and promotion of Klipriviersberg Economic and 
Ecosystem Development Zone (KEEDZ) to guide and realise appropriate economic and social 
development to protect, promote and enhance the value of the natural biodiversity and resources in the 
Klipriviersberg region. The Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve, the “Jewel of the South”, is the prime focus 
of all the initiatives that have been developed for the surrounding areas and communities in this region.  
 
KlipSA, in partnership with SOJO Business and Tourism, is entering into a coalition the University of 
Johannesburg (UJ). The University has a very powerful model for projects and partnerships with 
businesses and communities which it enters into where there are opportunities for students to learn, 
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academics to do research and communities to benefit. KlipSA initiated discussions with UJ several 
years ago which has resulted in a number of students undertaking research in and around the 
Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve. This relationship has now expanded with UJ recognising the 
opportunities of having a "living laboratory" in their backyard. This has led to the establishment of a 
working team which is involving a wide range of disciplines, departments and research units from UJ, 
NGOs and community organisations in number of the KEEDZ projects and initiatives. 
 
Interaction with local, provincial and national authorities and agencies, business representatives, 
community organisations and residents has continued through the year. This has led to greater 
recognition and strengthening of the support for what KlipSA is trying to achieve through this proactive 
developmental approach to attract appropriate sustainable social and economic investment into the 
Klipriviersberg region 
 
Despite the positive feedback that KlipSA has received from politicians and officials in the authorities, 
we continue to be frustrated by the lack of delivery and action with many months passing before we see 
tangible progress being made. However, KlipSA will continue to work closely with the authorities and 
their agencies. They are fundamental to creating an enabling environment for the delivery of the 
projects and initiatives needed to address basic economic and social needs relating to food security, 
poverty and unemployment in the southern areas of Johannesburg. 
 
In this regard, recently KlipSA began participating as a member of Food Resilience Technical Task 
Team established by the Joburg Department of Social Development. The main focus of this Team is 
the implementation of the various projects and initiatives of the City of Johannesburg to address food 
resilience and poverty. Our participation is focusing on the 280 ha Eikenhof farm. In partnership with UJ 
the idea is to establish this farm as a repeatable model for sustainable urban agriculture to address 
food security and provide products for distribution to local markets and further agri-processing. 
 
The Executive Committee continues to work towards securing funding and resources from the business 
sector and other funding agencies to be able to implement the projects and initiatives. The evolution in 
business recognising the importance of environmental, economic and social sustainability should see 
greater investment and participation by business in the KlipSA projects and initiatives. We are also 
hoping that the UJ coalition will assist in securing funding and resources. 
 
The Executive Committee has undertaken an analysis of the top 100 companies in the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange to identify those companies which could be approached to assist with resources. The 
Executive Committee would be very happy to incorporate any business investment, donation and 
participation into the Association’s activities and operations wherever possible with a view to ensuring 
appropriate and sustainable triple bottom line returns from corporate social, economic and 
entrepreneurial development and investment. 
 
In essence, the Executive Committee believes that the sustainable developmental philosophy and 
approach for the southern areas of Johannesburg should be driven by business in an enabling 
environment created by the authorities for the benefit of the communities in the area. 
 
The local communities and residents in the area continue to approach KlipSA to address a variety of 
environmental issues and concerns. Where possible we provide support and guidance to address the 
issues that have been raised. If we are not able to assist we provide suggestions as to who may be 
able to assist. 
 
KlipSA will continue to be a catalyst for effective and productive collaboration between the community, 
business and authority stakeholders with the focus on realising sustainable social and economic 
development led by environmental and biodiversity value adding opportunities. 
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3. KLIPRIVIERSBERG ECONOMIC AND ECOSYSTEM DEVELOPMENT ZONE (KEEDZ) 

 
Through the year KlipSA and SOJO have continued to work together and with UJ to promote 
appropriate economic growth and development in the southern areas of Johannesburg. There are four 
key projects and related initiatives associated with KEEDZ including: 

 
3.1. Klipriviersberg Agritropolis 
 

This project seeks to stimulate economic and social growth and development through the 
establishment of naturally based agricultural activities. This will be the core economic activity 
with its associated value chain providing opportunities for local economic growth and 
development to surrounding communities. The prime focus is to address food security, 
unemployment, poverty and inequality by providing economic opportunities close to where 
people are living. 
 
Initially the focus was to use municipal land owned by the City of Joburg. However due to the 
inordinate and unacceptable delays in accessing this land the project is now focusing on 
incorporating more privately owned land, community gardens and local farming initiatives that 
already exist in surrounding communities. This shift in the focus is through the UJ agricultural, 
educational and related community farming projects. The aim is to serve the needs of local 
communities to address food security, provide job opportunities and stimulate local economic 
development for small, medium and larger corporate entities.  
 
A key feature is improving access to market and the integration of the agricultural value chain 
through smart technology with smart phones and applications for which software has been 
developed. These apps will link the producers to logistics and pack houses and to consumers. 
In addition they can provide communication, education and operational channels for information 
sharing. 
 
KlipSA continues to promote and support an initiative of the Jacksons Drift Khoisan 
Development Association to establish a Khoisan cultural centre and agricultural project on land 
owned by the City of Johannesburg as a prototype of the agricultural model being developed. 
Again, there are tremendous frustrations regarding the delays in accessing the identified areas 
of Joburg owned land. 

 
3.2. Klipriviersberg Sustainable Environmental Education Centre (KlipSEC) 

 
KlipSEC is the establishment of a world class multipurpose community centre at the existing 
Klipriviersberg Recreation Centre and adjacent Entrance Precinct. The centre would include 
facilities for environmental education and research, a tourism node and linkages to the N12 
Treasure Route, social and community services, sports and recreation. 
 
During the year, fourth year architectural students from UJ undertook a studio project 
generating interesting ideas and suggestions for what could be done with the land and 
buildings. The ideas for the centre are being promoted as part of the Klipriviersberg Nature 
Reserve Development Plan currently being prepared by Joburg City Parks & Zoo. 

 
3.3. Klip River Integrated Wetland Management Strategy 

 
The quality of the water in the Klip River remains a major concern. The high levels of pollution 
particularly of E.-coli need to be addressed. This requires a catchment management plan which 
incorporates large areas of southern Johannesburg, Soweto and the Joburg city centre. In 
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addition it is essential that the City addresses the breakdown of sewage infrastructure and 
overloading of the waste water treatment works. 
 
A management plan is being prepared to address the water quality and quantity in the Klip River 
and the associated wetland areas and to identify economic and social goods and services. 
However, before the management plan can be prepared an extensive geo-hydrological study of 
the Klipriver is required. This is to be a research project which will involve both UJ and the 
University of the Witwatersrand. 
 
KlipSA has been party to a research proposal which has been prepared for submission to the 
Water Research Commission to look at the social and economic opportunities from the wetland 
area. In addition, preliminary discussions have been held with the UJ team to look at 
researching the catchment area and the use of biomimicry to find appropriate solutions. 
 

3.4. SOJO Tourism and Marketing Strategy 
 
The initiative to stimulate economic growth and development through tourism, sports, recreation 
and hospitality requires coordination and collaboration of existing tourism related activities, 
goods and services. This includes development of future ecotourism and agri-tourism value 
chains. 
 
KlipSA continues to support SOJO in promoting economic and social development through the 
advancement of the existing hospitality, tourism, conferencing, sports and recreation 
opportunities. Partnerships continue to be established with national, provincial and local tourism 
departments and agencies to promote tourism projects and initiatives for the area based on the 
environmental and biodiversity opportunities. 
 
Discussions are being held to initiate the preparation of a tourism and marketing strategy for the 
region. 

 
 

4. PORTFOLIOS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
While the resources of the Executive Committee have been limited, we have been assisted by 
representatives from local business and community members. We wish to place on record our 
appreciation for the time, energy and sponsorship that people have invested in the projects and 
initiatives and assistance in the various portfolios and activities through the year. 
 
The main portfolios and activities include the following: 
 

4.1. Sustainable Business 
 

The strategic partnership with SOJO Business and Tourism continues to grow and develop with 
SOJO focusing on ensuring an appropriate environment for "business to do business" while 
KlipSA focuses on the sustainability dimension of business and its environment.  
 
The Executive Committee would like to thank the SOJO executives and directors, chaired by 
Richard Bennet of iProp, for their continued support and interest in KlipSA and its activities. We 
would also like to acknowledge the on-going energy and effort of SOJO CEO Nicky Vakaloudis 
and her assistant Jeannine Treyvellan. 
 
In addition to the KEEDZ initiatives, other key projects which have been developed and 
implemented in partnership with SOJO include: 
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o Green Business Platform 

 
In a partnership with SOJO, Thaba Eco-Hotel and Water Wise of Rand Water the Green 
Business Platform continued through the year under review. KlipSA is very grateful for 
their support and sponsorship in hosting these events. 
 
The range of topics has been focused on improving the profitability of business by 
addressing sustainability practices and initiatives will relating to energy security and 
energy business and industry opportunities, water and waste management, business 
resilience strategy, responsible tourism and personal wellness and human resource 
management. 
 
However, after four years of operation it has been decided to review the nature and 
format of the Green Business Platform. We are therefore looking at a more exciting 
format and for new sponsors, a change in venue and to attract a wider audience of 
business.  
 

o Urban management 
 
The establishment of the Regional Interface for focused and effective delivery of 
services and facilities in all parts of Joburg's Region F outside the Inner City has 
unfortunately still not progressed any further. Despite efforts that KlipSA and SOJO have 
been making, the Joburg Council politicians and officials have not realised the 
opportunities and advantages of working with business and community organisations to 
address growing problems regarding urban management in the South of Joburg. 
 
This continues to be a major concern as urban management issues relating to illegal use 
and occupation of land and buildings, dumping, waste disposal and management and 
maintenance of the urban infrastructure and environment are impacting on the business, 
urban and natural environments. 
 
Our submissions to the City of Johannesburg Integrated Development Plan (IDP) 
Reviews propose the establishment of regional economic development forums. The 
submission was acknowledged and is currently being considered for implementation 
through the Johannesburg Business Forum and will probably have an economic growth 
and development foundation.  
 
It is hoped that the Regional Interface, through a regional economic development forum, 
will be able to address current problems regarding urban management and service 
delivery and address developmental priorities and needs. 
 
The establishment of City Improvement Districts (CID) by SOJO at a number of tourism 
and economic nodes in the South to address urban management issues and to promote 
investment has been set back due to a legal challenge to the CID legislation. KlipSA is 
aware that changes are being made to national legislation to be able to continue with the 
establishment of urban management areas. 
 

o University of the Witwatersrand Rosettenville Embedded Urban Design Project 
 
The project by the School of Architecture and Planning of the University of the 
Witwatersrand that embedded students in a city studio has been completed and we are 
awaiting the final research report.  
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o Johannesburg Business Forum 

 
KlipSA and SOJO are represented on the Joburg Business Forum and the 
subcommittees which include Trade & Investment, Tourism, Rates, Tax & Finance, 
Transportation and a recently established subcommittee to address Environmental 
Sustainability. Through this Forum we are able to interface directly with senior politicians 
and officials regarding various aspects of economic growth and development in Joburg. 
 
We are also promoting, amongst other things, the preparation of a tourism strategy and 
an integrated water management strategy for the City. 
 
 

4.2. Sustainable Urban Development 
 
The Sustainable Urban Development Team, led by myself, has met on a monthly basis through 
the year. The Team is working proactively to support appropriate economic and social 
development which will protect promote and enhance the natural assets and biodiversity value 
of the area. I would like to thank all the members of the Team who have regularly attended 
meetings and who have participated and contributed to the discussion and work that the Team 
has undertaken. 
 
The focus of the work of the Team includes the following: 
 

o Development Strategies and Policies 
 
The Team has continued to make submissions and actively participate in stakeholder 
discussions and meetings with iProp and SOJO on developmental and environmental 
strategies and policies for local municipalities and provincial authorities. These include: 

-  Gauteng Environmental Management Framework where Johannesburg South 
has been recognised as a Special Control Zone incorporating the KEEDZ project 
area, recognising the KlipSA and SOJO initiatives focusing on niche agriculture, 
hospitality, tourism and recreation and associated developments as a basis of 
economic activities. 

- Gauteng Spatial Development Framework which is under review; 
- Integrated Development Plans and Spatial Development Frameworks for 

Johannesburg, Ekurhuleni and Midvaal; 
- Greater Bassonia Open Space Plan 

The focus of the submissions and discussions has been to promote KEEDZ and the 
Klipriviersberg Agritropolis and the related projects and initiatives. 
 

o Biodiversity Management 
 

KlipSA’s key focus continues to ensure the integrity of the Klipriviersberg Nature 
Reserve (KNR) and the surrounding Klipriviersberg ridges and areas with their wide 
range of fauna and flora with a rich and valuable biodiversity and several "red data" 
species. In addition, the Klip River and its wetlands and the unique grasslands and open 
areas are of critical importance and value to the biodiversity richness of the region. 

 
We continue to recognise and acknowledge the achievements and growth in the 
activities, interest and visitors to the Reserve realised by the work of the Klipriviersberg 
Nature Reserve Association (KNRA). 
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Last year I reported on the establishment of the KNR Forum to promote improved 
participation and engagement with KNR stakeholders and Johannesburg City Parks & 
Zoo. The focus of engagement has been the preparation of a development plan for the 
Reserve which is currently being prepared, Reserve management and maintenance and 
security issues affecting surrounding and adjacent properties. 
 
KlipSA is promoting the incorporation of the KlipSEC project into the development of the 
Reserve. In addition, we are promoting the expansion of the protected area to 
incorporate a number of adjacent properties through land acquisition by the City or 
agreement with landowners. 
 
Apart from the projects noted under KEEDZ earlier, other projects and initiatives 
regarding biodiversity and environmental management include: 

 
 KUBiC - Kliprivier Urban Biodiversity Corridor 

 
KUBiC was launched on 31 October 2012 as a “greenway” along 12 km of the 
Kliprivier Drive by designing, planting, managing and maintaining a biodiversity 
corridor of appropriate species of vegetation. In addition, the integration of public 
and non-motorised transport services and facilities will add further value for the 
many users. 
 
SOJO organised a very successful event in September 2015 in conjunction with 
various departments and agencies of the City of Johannesburg to undertake a 
major clean-up of a portion of Kliprivier Drive. It addressed illegal dumping and 
promoted improved management of the area north of the Rifle Range Road 
intersection. It also included cleaning and repainting of boundary walls with 
suitable murals and involved local schools. 
 
A further event is being planned for September this year again. We would 
welcome anybody who wishes to participate and get involved in the KUBiC 
project and activities. 
 

 Panorama stream and wetland 
 
Arising from problems with water management, erosion and wetland destruction 
this project was initiated to look at how best to manage this stream and wetland 
involving the various landowners and developers along its course. 
 
We are waiting for the finalisation of the Greater Bassonia Open Space Plan 
which should provide us with guidelines as to how best to approach the 
management of the stream and wetland. 
 

 Wetland and catchment forums 
 
KlipSA representatives have attended the regular meetings of the Gauteng 
Wetland Forum and Klip River Catchment Forum at which issues relating to the 
administration, management and protection of these vital resources is discussed 
by representatives of national, provincial and local authorities and agencies, 
business and community organisations. 
 
KlipSA is also initiating discussions and working with ARMOUR (Action For 
Responsible Management of Our Rivers) to address broader catchment 
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management issues in Johannesburg both north and south of the national 
watershed. ARMOUR was established to address problems in the Jukskei River 
and received recognition for their work earlier this month as the recipient of the 
Mail & Guardian award for Water Efficiency & Management. 
 

o Urban Development 
 

The Team has continued to review and comment on town planning and environmental 
authorisation applications. Discussions have also taken place with developers and 
professional teams to minimise impacts and find suitable mitigating measures for 
proposed developments. Residential, retail, mixed-use and other town planning, 
infrastructure and environmental applications have been reviewed and suitable 
comments and submissions have been made. The Team continues to encourage 
developers to adopt and participate in the Biodiversity Stewardship programme where 
possible.  
 
Generally the inputs and comments from KlipSA have aimed to add value to the future 
development of the area and have been acknowledged, positively received and 
accommodated wherever possible. There are however, a number of development 
activities which are causing us concern relating development impacts on sensitive areas 
and authorisations for development which we are investigating with the authorities. 
 
To support the development approach being proposed, the Team is eager to secure 
additional resources to expand its professional services and support base to prepare 
environmental, spatial and economic development frameworks and policies for the area 
and to provide additional professional services and support for developers and investors. 
 

 
4.3. Sustainable Urban Living 

 
The Sustainable Urban Living Team lead by Morne Brits held one meeting earlier this year but 
unfortunately has not been active for some time due to a lack of resources. Efforts are currently 
being made to resuscitate the Team to provide information for homeowners regarding 
sustainable living and lifestyle. 

 
 

4.4. Administration and Finance 
 
The current members of the Executive Committee include Andrew Barker as Chairman, Nicky 
Vakaloudis as Vice-Chairman, Sandra Andrew who has looked after the finances, Morné Brits, 
Frank Diener and Reuben Louw who was on sabbatical leave and was represented Malcolm 
Vermeulen, for the first part of the year. Cathy Naude volunteered her services for secretarial 
and administration activities last year. However due to personal issues she had to resign from 
the position. Lea Brash was co-opted as a member in January 2016 as a representative of the 
KNRA. 
 
KlipSA is still searching for a suitable person to assist with the secretarial and administration 
activities of the Executive Committee. Anyone wishing to volunteer their services will be most 
welcome to join us. 
 
The number of members of the Association on our database now stands at 266. We have 209 
people following our Facebook page and 174 followers on Twitter. Increasing the number of 
members and people involved with KlipSA in some way requires greater attention. 
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The establishment of a regular income and revenue stream and resources for KlipSA continues 
to be important. While donations and sponsorships will always be welcome it is the intention of 
the Executive Committee to ensure that projects and initiatives become self-funding. 
 
The Association has maintained its registration as a Non-Profit Organisation. The application to 
be registered as a Public Benefit Organisation is on hold. 
 
KlipSA receives tremendous support and exposure through the local press and would like to 
record our appreciation to the management and staff of tameTimes and Caxton's Comaro 
Chronicle, Southern Courier and Alberton Record.  
 
Karyn Richards, the editor of Landscape SA, completed the series of 10 articles on our 
initiatives and projects in the January/February 2016 edition. We also enjoyed a two-page 
exposure in the Sunday Times Infrastructure insert in June 2016 for which we thank Brindaveni 
Naidoo. The chairman was also interviewed regarding the Klip River wetland for a short 
specialist insert on eNCA for World Wetland Day in February 2016. 
 
Copies of the articles are available on the KlipSA web site. KlipSA also makes use of social 
networks such as Facebook and Twitter to share information and attract interest. 
 
KlipSA continues to promote the use of a "network of networks" to work with other organisations 
to be able to share resources and information through their respective databases of members 
and interested people. 
 
 

5. APPRECIATION 
 
As the Chairman of KlipSA, I would like to note my personal appreciation and gratitude to all the 
members of the teams and committees and acknowledge their contribution to what has been achieved 
through this year. In particular, the members of the Executive Committee who have willingly contributed 
their time on a regular basis to provide their support, knowledge and expertise towards what has been 
accomplished this year. 
 
We would also like to express our sincere appreciation to members of the community who continue to 
support KlipSA and show an interest in the projects and initiatives through their participation in the 
various teams and committees, attendance at events and interaction in correspondence and through 
social media. 
 
 
6. THE YEAR AHEAD 
 
KlipSA has strengthened its position as a credible organisation and is regularly approached to 
contribute and become involved in a number of economic, social and environmental initiatives, 
developments and processes. Unfortunately we do not have the people and resources to respond and 
participate in all of these and will need to keep focused on the identified priority areas and build on the 
portfolios and activities noted above. 
 
We remain strong in our belief of the need to care for and nurture our natural environment and assets 
centring on the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve and the surrounding region. It is important that these 
assets are recognised as a strategic opportunity and advantage for the communities in the area, the 
affected municipalities of Johannesburg, Midvaal and Ekurhuleni and the Gauteng City Region as a 
whole. 
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It is of concern that the value of these assets is not fully appreciated by many people who continue to 
threaten the sustainability of the biodiversity and natural systems through their abuse of the area and 
insensitive decision-making regarding development and investment. KlipSA must therefore continue to 
work closely with authorities, developers and investors, business and community organisations to 
ensure that the natural assets are protected, promoted and enhanced in value to the benefit of all 
communities in the region. 
 
The natural assets can be used to address the extensive unemployment, poverty and food security 
issues by bringing appropriate social and economic development, job creation and infrastructural 
investment to the region. 
 
With additional volunteers, resources and sponsorship KlipSA has the potential to become a more 
meaningful player and catalytic agent in releasing the potential of sustainable economic and social 
development for the long-term future growth and development of Johannesburg and surrounding 
municipal areas.  
 
KlipSA therefore needs to encourage more volunteers, resources and sponsorships to become 
involved and participate in our projects and initiatives. In this regard, I also believe that it is particularly 
important to address the younger generations to be able to satisfy their interest and needs and to 
increase their participation. Any contributions, ideas or suggestions in this regard will always be 
welcomed. 
 
What we have in the southern areas of Johannesburg continues to be acknowledged and recognised 
as being absolutely special and incredibly unique. It is for this reason that we all need to become more 
knowledgeable and understanding of our environment and its sensitivities and to be able to care for 
and enhance what we treasure. 
 
KlipSA looks forward to your further active involvement and participation and working with everyone 
towards realising SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH COLLABORATION IN OUR BACKYARD.  
 
 
 

Andrew Barker 
Chairman  
Thursday 11 August 2016 


