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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

It gives me great pleasure to present the Chairman's Report for the period of 2019 to 2020 at the 

Eleventh Annual General Meeting of KlipSA (Klipriviersberg Sustainability Association). It should be 

noted that this report includes progress and achievements through to the date of this AGM to provide 

the latest and most up-to-date information to members and those who are interested in our activities. 

 

My opening paragraphs in my report last year included the following quotation from Charles Dickens in 

1859 when he penned his classic “A Tale of Two Cities” where the opening paragraph included the 

following: 

 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 

foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it 

was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything 

before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the 

other way…” 

 

It turns out that this is even more relevant and prophetic in terms of where we find ourselves today! The 

spread of COVID_19 and the often questionable regulatory foolishness and responses from our 

authorities trying to balance the needs and requirements of our health have unfortunately had drastic 

and devastating impacts on our social, economic and environmental spheres of life. How long the 

different levels of restrictions will be implemented is an unknown, as is the lifespan of the COVID_19 

virus. The latter is at least for the foreseeable future and by association, similarly the former. One 

shudders at the thoughts of the possible implications and ramifications of such a situation and the 

resulting season of Darkness. 
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However, there is a season of Light. What we are hearing and seeing is a growing belief that the planet 

and people should be a higher priority than profit. The thinking is that this is the framework for our new 

way of living, playing and working. Developmental agendas should put environmental sustainability in 

front and not at the back as an afterthought. We have seen responses and greater support from the 

corporate sector relating to community and humanitarian issues and interventions. We have seen 

people being more concerned and taking action to address the inequalities and needs of other people. 

The movement has already been strong. The question is will it and can it continue? 

 

For it to continue, KlipSA’s focus on protecting, promoting and enhancing the value of our natural 

biodiversity resources and assets through appropriate social and economic development can play an 

important role. We can ensure that the planet and people agenda are at the forefront of spatial, social 

and economic transformational development. 

 

In the current context of governmental power plays and continual targeting and attacking between 

political stakeholders, we have a dysfunctional, non-performing and frankly disintegrating state 

machinery and infrastructure. Crime, corruption and collusion are high on the menu while compliance, 

responsibility and accountability are the lowest of importance with enforcement, action, punishment and 

delivery. 

 

It is for this reason that business, private sector, academia and community structures and organisations 

are working together to ensure ongoing opportunities for achieving what is important for the different 

stakeholders. Innovation, thinking that throws the box away and pivoting into new ideas, opportunities 

and ways of doing things have to be recognised as laying the foundations for our “New Normal” which 

is here with us already. 

 

As I will share with you through this report, while we endeavour to partner with authorities, our projects 

and initiatives are founded on strong working relationships and collaboration with the other 

stakeholders. 

 

KlipSA’s projects and initiatives focusing on the agricultural and tourism value chains provide strong 

opportunities to address inequality, poverty and unemployment, particularly in the central and southern 

regions of Gauteng. This has to be our spring of hope going into the future. 

 

Through this report, I will touch on the progress we have made during the period under review. 

Hopefully, this will bring further recognition, support and participation of our community in our activities. 

 

 

2. OVERVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR 

 

The KlipSA Executive Committee has continued to focus on a few key priorities and projects subject to 

the availability of resources. 

 

KlipSA's overarching strategy contained in the Klipriviersberg Economic and Ecosystem Development 

Zone (KEEDZ) provides the backbone of our activities to address food security, poverty and 
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unemployment in the surrounding urban areas and communities. With that, the context and setting of 

the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve, our “Jewel of the South”, are critically important for its sustainability. 

 

KlipSA’s partnership with SOJO Business and Tourism and the University of Johannesburg (UJ) remain 

strong. 

 

The Johannesburg urban farming network includes inner-city rooftop farms, community gardens, tunnel 

farming, pack-house and logistics networks and smart logistics systems linking urban farmers to retail 

and hospitality consumers with supporting entrepreneurial development initiatives. 

 

The “network of networks” model used by KlipSA is received positively with growing support for the 

proactive environmental and biodiversity-based developmental agenda and KlipSA’s catalytic role. 

 

The City of Johannesburg administration and political leadership power plays and changes have 

continued to distract the City from its main purpose of delivering services to its citizens. This has been 

a general experience and frustration felt by many community, business and environmental 

organisations in not being able to build collaborative and productive relationships with the City 

 

The City acknowledges the importance of collaboration and partnerships with the private sector, 

business, academia and communities. However, the reality does not reflect such intentions. This does 

not deter the private sector and various communities from continuing with their projects and initiatives. 

 

 

3. KLIPRIVIERSBERG ECONOMIC AND ECOSYSTEM DEVELOPMENT ZONE (KEEDZ) 

 

Through the year KlipSA and SOJO have worked together and with UJ to promote appropriate 

economic and social growth and development in the southern areas of Johannesburg. There are four 

key projects and related initiatives associated with KEEDZ including: 

 

3.1. Klipriviersberg Agritropolis 

 

This project seeks to stimulate urban economic and social growth and development through the 

establishment of naturally based agricultural activities and the growth of the urban agricultural 

value chain. The prime focus is to address food security, unemployment, poverty and inequality 

by providing economic opportunities close to where people are living. 

 

The City of Johannesburg released their developmental opus for the Southern Farms land at 

the end of 2019. The proposals include extensive expansion of the urban footprint and 

associated infrastructure networks outside the urban development boundary. This is contrary to 

the Gauteng province and City’s policies and development frameworks to concentrate, densify 

and regenerate the existing urban areas particularly around available infrastructure and public 

transport. The City has a massive backlog of infrastructure management and maintenance 

which it is not able to keep up with. Yet it proposes to extend services requiring additional 

management, maintenance and costs to accommodate the new housing and other uses. 
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Large areas of the land they wish to develop have high value urban agricultural potential which 

could be used for addressing the extensive problems of food security, poverty and 

unemployment close to where people are living. We shared our proposals for community-based 

agricultural initiatives in 2011 with the City, which in nine years could have made a major impact 

on what is now growing levels of poverty, unemployment and food insecurity. 

 

The activities of UJ and the farmers’ forum of iZindaba Zokudla in Soweto and surrounding areas 

and private sector in the inner city and suburban areas focus on urban agriculture has continued 

to escalate. Individuals and communities and are addressing food security, providing job 

opportunities, establishing and growing businesses through the full spectrum of the agricultural 

value chain. This is stimulating and exciting and is certainly part of the “season of Light”. 

 

With this growth new services, systems and processes are being developed to provide 

communication, education and operational channels for skills development, information sharing 

and support. There is a growing interest amongst the youth to become involved in urban 

agriculture as they see and develop opportunities. These are being nurtured through support 

programs and initiatives. 

 

In this regard, as part of the Agritropolis, the City Deep Agricultural Hub is beginning to take 

shape to create a space for the development of entrepreneurs within the integrated agricultural 

value chain at iProp’s 4Shaft development area in the N17 Produce Park. In collaboration with 

numerous partners involved in agriculture, livestock, skills development, education and culinary 

networks a conceptual framework has been prepared. The AgriHub is located across the road 

from the Johannesburg Fresh produce market and floral market. It will provide opportunities for 

small and emerging food producers to develop their skills and abilities throughout the agricultural 

value chain from production to consumption and all related agribusinesses and processing 

possibilities. 

 

 

 

3.2. Klipriviersberg Sustainable Environmental Education Centre (KlipSEC) 

 

KlipSEC is the establishment of a world-class multipurpose community centre at the existing 

Klipriviersberg Recreation Centre and adjacent Entrance Precinct of the Klipriviersberg Nature 

Reserve. The centre would include facilities for environmental education and research, a tourism 

node and linkages to the N12 Treasure Route, social and community services, sports and 

recreation. 

 

There has unfortunately been little progress with this project. Projects by the UJ architectural 

students provided valuable understanding, ideas and concepts which show that such an 

initiative could be possible and should still be pursued.  
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For this project to proceed further, it is important that the City endorses the idea and concept 

and allows the securing of resources for further investment in time and energy to develop the 

project proposals for further consideration. 

In this regard, progress has been made in that a Ward 125 priority capital project identified in 

the public participation process for the review of the Integrated Development Plan 2020/21 

included a “Multi-purpose Centre inclusive of a Clinic, Old Age Home, Business Development 

Centre, Innovation Hub, Skills Development Centre, Recreational facility; Sporting facility Indoor 

and Outdoor, Library”. We hope to develop this concept further with the City and local councillor.  

 

 

3.3. Klip River Integrated Wetland Management Strategy (KlipWaS) 

 

The extremely poor quality of the water in the Klip River continues to be a major concern. The 

ongoing unacceptably high levels of pollution particularly of E.-coli are regularly raised by KlipSA 

with national, provincial and local authorities and agencies. The reaction and response from the 

authorities are similarly putrid.  

 

KlipSA contends that the solution lies in an integrated catchment and urban management plan 

which incorporates large areas of southern Johannesburg, Soweto and the city centre. Also, the 

City must address the breakdown of sewage infrastructure and overloading of the wastewater 

treatment works which feed into this vitally important source of water for the sustainable future 

of Gauteng and its communities and businesses. 

 

Klip River Water Stewardship Initiative (KlipWaS) has grown in strength through the year under 

the leadership of Dennis Jane. While the intention is ultimately to realise an integrated 

catchment management plan for the Klip River catchment, several smaller projects and 

initiatives are starting to take shape. This includes proposals for an artificial wetland of 

approximately 20 ha in the Crown Valley as part of a development by iProp for an initial “scrub” 

of the water draining from the inner city through the Robinson Canal. 

 

Working with communities to address problems in the Moroka Dam catchment area and Orlando 

in Soweto. Research projects with academics and students from UJ are also being undertaken 

to understand the water quality in various areas of the catchment. Preliminary discussions have 

also been held with local and international stakeholders regarding the restoration of the Klip 

River wetlands. 

 

KlipSA continues to work with ARMOUR (Action for Responsible Management of Our Rivers), 

ably led by Anthony and Helen Duigan, who have become promoters and coordinators of several 

projects and initiatives in the Jukskei catchment. In this regard, KlipSA recommends that 

members follow their Facebook page to see the work they are involved in along the Hennops 

and Jukskei. 
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We share a common interest in the major northern and southern catchment areas of Gauteng 

and recognise the importance of improved strategic and operational management of the 

catchment areas and Gauteng river network. 

 

KlipSA is still concerned about the strategic and future water supply in Gauteng. With SOJO we 

continue to lobby the authorities and agencies to address long-term water supply sustainability 

and security. KlipSA contends that there is a need for a Gauteng City Region integrated 

sustainable water management strategy and plan of action. This is a critical requirement to 

secure long-term investment in the growth and development of the economic hub of South 

Africa.  

 

Other businesses and agencies are also concerned and under the leadership of the National 

Business Initiative (NBI) the Gauteng Water Alliance was launched in December 2019 to 

address a collaborative approach to ensuring strategic water security for the province. 

 

 

3.4. SOJO Tourism and Marketing Strategy 

 

Working with SOJO, this initiative is to stimulate economic growth and development through 

tourism, sports, recreation and hospitality. It requires coordination and collaboration of existing 

tourism-related facilities, activities, goods and services. This includes the development and 

promotion of future ecotourism and agri-tourism value chains. 

 

The partnerships with provincial (Gauteng Tourism) and local (Joburg Tourism) tourism 

departments and agencies are being developed and used to promote tourism projects and 

initiatives for the area with a focus on the environmental and biodiversity opportunities offered 

for ecotourism as the unique offering from the region. 

 

Discussions are ongoing with key members of SOJO to initiate the preparation of a tourism and 

marketing strategy for the region which will include Joburg Tourism and service providers in the 

tourism sector. 

 

 

4. PORTFOLIOS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

The resources of the Executive Committee are limited. However, we have been assisted by 

representatives from local business and community members. KlipSA records its appreciation for the 

time, energy and sponsorship that companies and individuals have invested in KlipSA’s projects and 

initiatives and assistance in the various portfolios and activities through the year. 
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The main portfolios and activities include the following: 

 

4.1. Sustainable Business 

 

The strategic partnership with SOJO Business and Tourism continues. SOJO focuses on 

ensuring an appropriate environment for "business to do business" while KlipSA focuses on the 

sustainability dimension of business and its environment.  

 

The Executive Committee would like to thank the SOJO executives and directors, chaired by 

Richard Bennet of iProp, for their continued support and interest in KlipSA and its activities. We 

would also like to acknowledge the untiring support and effort of the SOJO CEO Nicky 

Vakaloudis. 

 

In addition to the KEEDZ initiatives, other key projects which have been developed and 

implemented in partnership with SOJO include: 

 

o SOJO Business Network Breakfast  

 

The SOJO Business Network Breakfast events were held regularly. Due to COVID_19 

the opportunity to share information with members has moved to a digital platform. This 

has been particularly important in recent months to assist members in addressing the 

new ways of business due to the different regulations and requirements for protocols. 

KlipSA works closely with SOJO to introduce and promote responsible and sustainable 

business practices through these events. 

 

o Urban management 

 

SOJO has established a working relationship with the City and its various agencies and 

is constantly reporting and monitoring service and urban management issues on behalf 

of members. Urban management issues including illegal use and occupation of land and 

buildings, dumping, waste disposal and management and maintenance of the urban 

infrastructure and environment are impacting on the business, urban and natural 

environments. These are increasing with the breakdown of the local authority service 

delivery. 

 

o Johannesburg Business Forum (JBF) 

 

The Johannesburg Business Forum (JBF) and its subcommittees were a useful and 

important platform for business to interact with city politicians and officials. With its 

collapse, the collective participation and engagement with the City has fallen away. 

 

KlipSA has continued to promote the need for the resuscitation of the Forum. In recent 

consultations regarding the IDP 2020/21 review, mention was made by the City of the 
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need to resuscitate the forum and improve engagement with the business sectors. We 

will have to wait and see if this does materialise. 

 

4.2. Sustainable Urban Development 

 

The Sustainable Development Team meets monthly to proactively protect, promote and 

enhance the value of the natural assets of the region through appropriate economic and social 

development. I would like to thank all the members of the Team who have regularly attended 

meetings and those who have “remotely” participated and contributed to the discussion and 

work that the Team has undertaken. 

 

For the last few months, these meetings have been held on a digital platform which allows more 

people to participate and become involved.  

 

The focus of the work of the Team includes the following: 

 

o Development Strategies and Policies 

 

The Team has made submissions and actively participated in stakeholder discussions 

and meetings with iProp and SOJO on economic and spatial developmental and 

environmental strategies and policies for local municipalities and provincial and national 

authorities.  

 

o Biodiversity Management 

 

KlipSA’s key focus continues to ensure the integrity of the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve 

(KNR) and the surrounding Klipriviersberg ridges and areas with their wide range of 

fauna and flora with rich and valuable biodiversity and several "red data" species. Also, 

the Klip River and its wetlands and the unique grasslands and open areas are of critical 

importance and value to the biodiversity richness of the region. 

 

The Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve Association (KNRA) has continued to work tirelessly 

towards realising the proper management of the KNR. The difficulties relating to working 

with Joburg City Parks & Zoo have unfortunately continued. Work is underway to 

address this and improve that relationship. 

 

o Urban Development 

 

The Team has continued to review and comment on town planning and environmental 

authorisation applications and proposals, although these have been fewer in the period 

under review, particularly the last few months when public participation process was 

prohibited. The restrictions have been lifted and participation processes are now 

happening again. 
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Discussions have been held with developers and professional teams to minimise 

impacts and find suitable mitigating measures for proposed developments. Residential, 

retail, mixed-use and other town planning, infrastructure and environmental applications 

have been reviewed and suitable comments and submissions have been made.  

 

KlipSA continues to encourage developers to adopt and participate in the Biodiversity 

Stewardship programme where possible.  

 

KlipSA is concerned regarding compliance and enforcement of strategies, regulations, 

authorisations and bylaws by the national, provincial and local authorities. Capacity and 

competency of authorities and officials ensuring compliance and enforcement need to 

be improved. 

 

o Other projects 

 

▪ KUBiC - Kliprivier Urban Biodiversity Corridor 

 

KUBiC was launched with SOJO on 31 October 2012 as a “greenway” along 12 

km of the Kliprivier Drive by designing, planting, managing and maintaining a 

biodiversity corridor of appropriate species of vegetation. Also, the integration of 

public and non-motorised transport services and facilities will add further value 

for the many users, residents and workers. 

 

KlipSA continues to promote this corridor as an important biodiversity and 

transportation corridor between the inner city and its peripheral areas.  

 

Working with communities living and working along this corridor needs to be has 

strengthened to broaden the scope of this project. 

 

This project has been put on hold due to a lack of resources. The assistance of 

anyone who wishes to participate and become involved in the KUBiC project and 

its activities would be welcome. 

 

▪ Wetland and catchment forums 

 

KlipSA representatives attend the regular meetings of the Gauteng Wetland 

Forum and Klip River Catchment Forum at which issues relating to the 

administration, management and protection of these vital resources are 

discussed by representatives of national, provincial and local authorities and 

agencies, business and community organisations. 

 

At these forums KlipSA raises serious concerns regarding water quality and 

stronger compliance monitoring and enforcement. In addition, the need for an 

integrated water management strategy. 
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To support the proactive development approach being followed by KlipSA, the Team is 

eager to secure additional resources to expand its professional expertise and support 

base to prepare environmental, spatial and economic development frameworks and 

policies for the area and to provide additional professional services and support for 

developers and investors. Any offers and volunteers will be welcomed. 

 

 

4.3. Sustainable Urban Living 

 

The Sustainable Urban Living events to provide information for homeowners regarding 

sustainable living and lifestyle are still on hold. However, plans are being made to resuscitate 

this initiative using a digital platform. We would encourage you to participate and engage with 

each other and specialists regarding sustainable opportunities in your lives. 

 

4.4. Administration and Finance 

 

The current members of the Executive Committee include Andrew Barker as Chairman, Frank 

Diener as Vice-Chairman, Sandra Andrew who has looked after the finances, Alan Bentley who 

has provided secretarial support, Dennis Jane, Suvania Naidoo, Nisha Singh and Nicky 

Vakaloudis. 

 

The number of members of the Association on our database now stands at 291 (257 last year). 

We have 258 (249 last year) people following our Facebook page and 188 (186 last year) 

followers on Twitter.  

 

Suvania Naidoo has been working on a redesign and update of our KlipSA website which we 

hope to launch soon.  

 

We are not making the best use of our internet and social platforms and need to become more 

active in communicating with our members with greater use of the social media to raise the 

KlipSA profile and share information.  

 

This is important for KlipsSA to address the younger generations to be able to satisfy their 

interest and needs and to increase their participation and involvement.  

 

Any contributions, ideas or suggestions in this regard will always be welcomed. Also, anyone 

with skills and expertise in this field would be a welcome addition to our team. 

 

The establishment of a regular income and revenue stream and resources for KlipSA continues 

to be important. We acknowledge and thank an anonymous donor who had been making 

monthly contributions to our coffers. 

 

While donations and sponsorships will always be welcome the Executive Committee intends to 

ensure that projects and initiatives become self-funding. Partnerships and collaboration with the 
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corporate world need to be established for projects to secure resources, investment, donations 

and their participation. 

 

KlipSA has maintained its registration as a Non-Profit Organisation. The application to be 

registered as a Public Benefit Organisation remains on hold. 

 

KlipSA visibility in the local press has not been as high as in past years due to less activity in 

the community. With less visibility and activity KlipSA has not been approached by mainstream 

media for comments and inputs into articles and TV documentaries. 

 

KlipSA continues to promote the use of a "network of networks" to work with other organisations 

to be able to share resources and information through their respective databases of members 

and interested people. 

 

 

5. APPRECIATION 

 

As the Chairman of KlipSA, I would like to note my appreciation and gratitude to all the members of the 

teams and committees and acknowledge their contribution to what has been achieved through this year. 

In particular, the members of the Executive Committee who have willingly contributed their time 

regularly to provide their support, knowledge and expertise towards what has been accomplished this 

year. 

 

We would also like to express our sincere appreciation to members of the community who continue to 

support KlipSA and show an interest in the projects and initiatives through their participation in the 

various teams and committees, attendance at events and interaction in correspondence and through 

social media. 

 

 
6. THE YEAR AHEAD 

 

KlipSA stands strong in its belief of the need to care for and nurture our natural environment and assets 

focusing on the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve and the surrounding region.  

 

As noted earlier, the planet and people should become developmental agenda leaders.  

 

With the current onslaught of the COVID_19 prohibitions and regulations on our daily lives and 

business, the importance of being aware of environmental value and the potential of people must inform 

our new ways of living and doing business in the short to medium term and for the foreseeable future. 

 

Technology advancements have shown how we can live work and play differently and will continue to 

realise new opportunities. 
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The instability of the government sector requires greater effort and collaboration from the business and 

community sectors to ensure ongoing investment and development in environmental, social and 

economic opportunities. 

 

The “age of wisdom” must prevail through open interaction, participation and collective engagement to 

be innovative and opportunistic to continue to move forward with projects and partnerships wherever 

possible to bring about “the best of times”. All the while, we need to keep the authorities fully informed 

and involved when they can. 

 

As a catalyst, KlipSA will continue to be a strong voice for attracting appropriate development and 

investment in the southern areas of Johannesburg to protect, promote and enhance the value of our 

natural assets and biodiversity. 

 

With everything before us, additional volunteers, resources and sponsorship will assist KlipSA to 

become a more meaningful player and catalytic agent in releasing the potential of sustainable economic 

and social development for the long-term future growth and development of Johannesburg and 

surrounding municipal areas.  

 

KlipSA looks forward to your further active involvement and participation and working with everyone 

towards realising SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH COLLABORATION IN OUR BACKYARD.  

 

Thank you 

 

Andrew Barker 

Chairman  

Wednesday, 05 August 2020 


